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emperor's   time, or a   little  before, for it  cannot  be
supposed that Abouabdoulah would wish to perpetuate
the  memory  of a  transaction   in  which  he  bore so
very weak and dishonourable a part; and, besides, the
anathema denounced by the Koran  against all repre-
sentations of living creatures,  renders it next to im-
possible that these pieces should have existed previous
to the conquest.   The lions of the great fountain may
be brought as an argument against my last reason; and,
indeed; they show that the Granadine princes, as well as
some of the oriental caliphs, who put their own effigy on
their coin, ventured now and then to place themselves
above the letter of the law.   Be this as it will, if these
pictures really represent that subject, and their antiquity
can be proved to go as far back as the reign of Ferdinand,
or at least the beginning of that of Charles, which I take
to be no very difficult matter to make out, I should have
much greater respect for the authority of Giles Peres
than many think him entitled to.    It can scarce be
supposed that the events of the reign of Abouabdoulah
could   be   so  totally forgotten  so  soon after, that a
painter should dare to invent a trial and combat, at
which many still living in Granada might have assisted
as spectators.   Opposite to the Sala de los Abencerrages
is the entrance into the Torre de las dos hermanas, or
the tower of the two sisters, so named from two very
beautiful pieces of marble laid as flags in the pavement.
This gate exceeds all the rest in profusion of ornaments
and in beauty of prospect, which it affords through a range
of apartments, where a multitude of arches terminate in
a large window open to the country.    In a gleam of
sunshine, the variety of tints and lights thrown upon
this ensilade are uncommonly rich.   I employed much
time in making an exact drawing of it from the fountain,
and hope it will help you to comprehend what I am